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.or supporting any particular religious opinion. The pre-
ceding governments, who framed their religious policy on the
.antique pattern of doing everything for their own creed
and leaving other creeds alone (save for occasional out-
bursts of fanaticism), were at least free from this special kind
of embarrassment. But here were the missionaries saying
humbly to the English Government, <f We don't ask you to
support Christiaruiy, but if you must be what we call atheist,
be so consistently; do not act as agents and managers for
any religion at all." So the Government, being moved
thereto by divers reasons, did in India what every governing
body thus placed must eventually do ; it resolved to with-
draw from all direct connection with religious institutions,
expecting thereby to please all parties, and to sit apart from
the turmoil of religious strife. The principle of dissociation
was imposed upon the Indian administration by their Home
Government, as " due alike to the character of a Christian
Government and to the scruples of its Christian officers:" and
in 1846 the Indian Council reported to England that the neces-
sary measures were in progress," which the Court of Directors
entirely approved.

But the business of making over to responsible trustees or
guardians the enormous possessions of the various religious
bodies in India, which had been perhaps for generations under
the direct and powerful administration of successive govern-
ments, involved great and complicated transactions, clogged by
many hitches and much delay. Many of these establishments
had no recognised heads, and when heads were found they
were sometimes incompetent or untrustworthy* There were
numerous landed estates to be transferred, and proprietors
were not easily discovered, while the rights of tenants had to
be guarded. There was a large accumulation of surplus eccle-
siastical funds in Government treasuries, and to hand over tig
lump sums of ready cash to temples or shrines would often be
merely to force waste and debauchery upon pious and ascetic
communities ; for they had no idea of investing such money,
and no legitimate objects on which it would be suddenly spent.
However, the Government persevered until, by the energy and